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1
DEVICE-TO-DEVICE COMMUNICATION

CROSS-REFERENCE TO A RELATED PATENT
APPLICATION

This application is a divisional of U.S. patent application
Ser. No. 13/511,166, filed Jun. 18, 2012, which claims
priority to International Patent Application No. PCT/
EP2009/065953, filed on Nov. 27, 2009, the disclosure of
which is incorporated herein in its entirety.

FIELD

The invention relates generally to mobile communication
networks employing device-to-device (D2D) communica-
tion. More particularly, the invention relates to the beacon
broadcasting in the D2D communication.

BACKGROUND

Typically cellular communication networks are based on
a fixed infrastructure for managing the radio communication
within the network. In radio communication networks, such
as the Long Term Evolution (LTE) or the LTE-Advanced
(LTE-A) the fixed infrastructure comprises base stations
(Node B, NB) or evolved NBs (eNB). The eNB is used to
serve user terminals locating in the coverage area of the
eNB. In order to facilitate the flexibility of the network and
enhance the coverage area, also so called mobile cellular
device-to-device (D2D), also referred to as mobile-to-mo-
bile (M2M), machine-to-machine (M2M), terminal-to-ter-
minal (T2T) or peer-to-peer (P2P), may be applied.

Basic idea behind the D2D is that mobile users can
directly communicate with each other. The direct D2D
communication comprises at least two relatively closely
located devices communicating with each other directly
instead of a conventional communication link for end-to-end
(E2E) communication, in which the source device transmits
data to the destination device via the eNB. The two devices
in the D2D communication may apply radio resources of the
mobile communication network, thus sharing the resources
with devices that are communicating with the eNB in the
conventional link. This way the users of the devices may
obtain better quality of service (Qos), new applications and
increased mobility support. The connections between the
user equipment (u) participating in the D2D network, may
be set up in an ad-hoc manner, with or without the control
of the eNB. One of the fundamental to the D2D is to enable
devices to discover each other and their services when the
devices are within radio coverage of each other. For this,
often applied solution is to have the devices broadcast some
individual predefined beacons that are unique among the
local network of D2D devices to advertise itself for node
discovery.

Problem with the current practice arises when considering
a D2D network employing devices, such as UEs, who are
roaming around in large number and in unpredictable man-
ner. Accordingly, it is cumbersome to ensure the large
number of UEs to perform beaconing reliably with no or
very little impact on the operation and performance of the
cell of the eNB. Therefore, an improved solution is needed.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Embodiments of the invention aim in improving the
utilization of broadcasts in the device-to-device communi-
cation network.
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According to an aspect of the invention, there are pro-
vided methods as specified in claims 1 and 26.

According to an aspect of the invention, there are pro-
vided apparatuses as specified in claims 13 and 31.

According to an aspect of the invention, there are pro-
vided computer program products as specified in claim 25
and 36. Embodiments of the invention are defined in the
dependent claims.

LIST OF DRAWINGS

In the following, the invention will be described in greater
detail with reference to the embodiments and the accompa-
nying drawings, in which

FIG. 1 illustrates possible methods for communication in
a mobile communication network;

FIG. 2A shows a possible set of channels, according to an
embodiment;

FIG. 2B shows another possible set of channels, accord-
ing to an embodiment;

FIG. 3 illustrates a time line of occasions, according to an
embodiment;

FIG. 4 illustrates a routing strategy according to an
embodiment;

FIG. 5 shows a detection of collision according to an
embodiment;

FIG. 6 illustrates a selection of counterpart according to
an embodiment;

FIG. 7 illustrates inter-operation of base stations accord-
ing to an embodiment;

FIG. 8 presents an apparatus capable of broadcasting in
the device-to-device communication network, according to
an embodiment;

FIG. 9 shows a method of broadcasting beacons in the
device-to-device communication network, according to an
embodiment;

FIG. 10 shows an apparatus capable of controlling radio
communications in the device-to-device communication
network, according to an embodiment; and

FIG. 11 shows a method for part of the operations
performed by an apparatus controlling the D2D communi-
cations, according to an embodiment.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

The following embodiments are exemplary. Although the
specification may refer to “an”, “one”, or “some” embodi-
ment(s) in several locations of the text, this does not
necessarily mean that each reference is made to the same
embodiment(s), or that a particular feature only applies to a
single embodiment. Single features of different embodi-
ments may also be combined to provide other embodiments.
Although this invention is described using LTE (or Evolved
universal mobile telecommunications system (UMTS) ter-
restrial radio access network (UTRAN) as a basis, it could
be applicable to any other wireless mobile communication
systems as well. For example, the embodiments may be
applied under the UNTS or the Global system for mobile
communications (GSM), etc. The telecommunication sys-
tem may have a fixed infrastructure providing wireless
services to subscriber terminals.

FIG. 1 illustrates possible methods for communication in
a mobile communication network. The communication net-
work may comprise a base station 100. The base station 100
may provide radio coverage to a cell 102, control radio
resource allocation within the cell 102, perform data and
control signaling, etc. The cell 102 may be a macro cell, a
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micro cell, or any other type of cell where radio coverage is
present. Further, the cell 102 may be of any size or form
depending on the antenna aperture. That is, it may not be of
oval or circular form, but any other form is applicable to
embodiments. The cell 102 controlled by the base station
100 may be divided into sectors, but such a scenario is not
illustrated in greater detail in order to keep the focus on the
invention.

The base station 100 may be configured to provide
communication services according to at least one of the
following communication protocols: Worldwide Interoper-
ability for Microwave Access (WiMAX), Universal Mobile
Telecommunication System (UMTS) based on basic wide-
band-code division multiple access (W-CDMA), high-speed
packet access (HSPA), long-term evolution (L'TR), and/or
LTE advanced (LTE-A). The base station 100 may addition-
ally provide the second generation cellular services based on
GSM (Global System for Mobile communications) and/or
GPRS (General Packet Radio Service). The present inven-
tion is not, however, limited to these protocols.

The base station 100 may be used by multiple network
operators in order to provide radio coverage from multiple
operators to the cell 100. The base station 100 may be a node
a, an evolved node B (eNB) as in LTE-A, a radio network
controller (RNC), or any other apparatus capable of con-
trolling radio communication within the cell 102.

For the sake of simplicity of the description, let us assume
that the base station 100 is an eNB. The development of
E-UTRAN is concentrated on the eNB 100. All radio
functionality is terminated here so that the eNB is the
terminating point for all radio related protocols. The
E-UTRAN may be configured such that an orthogonal
frequency division multiple access (OFDMA) is applied in
downlink transmission, whereas a single carrier frequency
division multiple access (SC-FDMA) may be applied in
uplink, for example. In the case of multiple eNBs in the
communication network, the eNBs may be connected to
each other with an X2 interface as specified in the LTE.

The eNB 100 may be further connected via an SI interface
to an evolved packet core (EPC) 110, more specifically to a
mobility management entity (MME) and to a system archi-
tecture evolution gateway (SAE-GW). The MME is a con-
trol plane for controlling functions of non-access stratum
signaling, roaming, authentication, tracking area list man-
agement, etc., whereas the SAE-GW handles the user plane
functions including packet routing and forwarding,
E-UTRAN idle mode packet buffering, etc. The user plane
bypasses the MME plane directly to the SAE-GW. The
SAE-GW may comprise two separate gateways: a serving
gateway (S-GW) and a packet data network gateway
(P-GW). The MME controls the tunneling between the eNB
and the S-GW, which serves as a local anchor point for the
mobility between different eNBs, for example. The S-GW
may relay the data between the eNB and the P-GW, or buffer
data packets if needed so as to release them after an
appropriate tunneling is established to a corresponding eNB.
Further, the MMEs and the SAE-GWs may be pooled so that
a set of MMEs and SAE-GWs may be assigned to serve a set
of eNBs. This means that an eNB may be connected to
multiple MMEs and SAE-GWs, although each user terminal
is served by one MME and/or S-GW at a time.

Referring to FIG. 1, the cell 102 is associated with the
base station 100 controlling communications within the cell
102. The base station 100 may control a cellular radio
communication link established between the base station
100 and terminal devices 112 to 114 located within the cell
102. A conventional communication link for end-to-end
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communication is such where the source device transmits
data to the destination device via the base station 100. That
is, radio communication links 116 and 118 are established
between the terminal device 112 and the base station 100,
and between the terminal device 114 and the base station
100, respectively. Therefore, the user terminals 112, 114
may communicate with each other via the base station 100.

According to an embodiment, device-to-device (D2D)
connections may be established among terminal devices.
Communication links between two devices are established,
e.g., between terminal devices 120 and 122 in FIG. 1. AD2D
communication link 124 may be based on any radio tech-
nology such that the terminal devices 120 and 122 involved
in the communication may apply communication according
to any of a plurality of radio access technologies.

The eNB 100 may be responsible for controlling the
communication link 124, as shown with dashed lines in FIG.
1. The radio access technology of the direct communication
link 124 may operate on the same frequency band as the
conventional communication link and/or outside those fre-
quency bands to provide the arrangement with flexibility.
Thus, the base station 100 may be responsible for allocating
radio resources to the communication link 124 as well as for
the conventional communication links 116 and 118. For
example, the cellular network may operate in FDD duplex
mode and the D2D communication link 124 may apply TDD
duplex mode utilizing uplink, downlink or uplink and down-
link radio resources of the cellular network under the control
of the base station 100. Thus, the direct communication link
may use the same networking protocols as of the supporting
cellular system. The nodes 112, 114, 120 and 122 may be
static or dynamic. This means that the nodes, such as user
terminals, user equipment, palm computers or any appara-
tuses capable of operating in a communication network, may
stay still or they may be moving, as shown with a reference
numeral 113 in FIG. 1. Let us consider the aspect of moving
nodes later.

According to an embodiment, the user terminals 120 or
122, also called as network nodes, notify their existence and
properties when they wish to participate in an existing D2D
network or establish a new D2D network. For this purpose
they may broadcast a message notifying the existence of the
node in the network. This is called as beaconing, i.e., the
node 120 or 122 broadcasts an individual beacon receivable
by any node 122 or 120 in the proximity of the node 120 or
122, respectively. The node 120, 122 may access a beacon
channel, where the beacon channel denotes a group of
resource elements designated for advertising the availability
and a set of essential attributes of the node 120, 122. The
transmissions of D2D beacon channels may be synchro-
nized, having a predefined semi-static channel format and
allocation schedule.

Given the possibility of having a huge number of nodes
120, 122 even in one cell, each node 120, 122 employing
D2D communications selects its beacon channel for broad-
casting such that the occurrence of collisions on the selected
beacon channel is avoided as much as possible. Conse-
quently, according to an embodiment, a node 120, 122
capable of entering the D2D communication network,
selects the channel for broadcasting from a set of channels
dedicated for informing node properties in the D2D com-
munication network, wherein the selection is based on at
least one of the following: the characteristics of the node and
the state of the node. The chosen channel may be called the
selected beacon channel. As a result the, node 120, 122 may
cause a broadcast of information related to the properties of
the node 120, 122 on the selected channel.
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Further, the node 120, 122 selects an occasion for apply-
ing the selected channel for broadcasting from a set of
occasions on the basis of at least one of the following: the
characteristics of the node and the state of the node. Accord-
ingly, the node 120, 122 may cause a broadcast of informa-
tion related to at least part of the properties of the node on
the selected channel at the selected occasion.

The selections of the channel and the occasion may be
based on at least one of the following: the characteristics of
the node and the state of the node. This means that either or
both can be used as a basis for selection. The state of the
node may define the current status of the node. Therefore,
the state of the node may define the condition in which the
node currently is. The state may comprise information
whether the node 120, 122 is in idle state or in active
(connected) state, whether the node 120, 122 is static or
dynamic, what is the type of the node 120, 122, etc. The
characteristics of the node may define static, semi-static or
time-variant properties that the node currently has. Thus, the
characteristics of the node 120, 122 may comprise informa-
tion regarding identification information, routing properties,
authentication and authorization capabilities, hierarchical
level, velocity, direction of movement, location, supported
service and standards, etc.

A node employing the D2D communication network may
advertise multiple kinds of information on its channel to
other nodes in the proximity. The information with regards
to properties, such as available capabilities and the current
state, has to be repeated at regular intervals as the counter-
parts may reach or leave the coverage area or the node 120,
122 all the time in a mobile cellular system. Therefore, the
mobile D2D networks are in contrast to conventional net-
works where the UEs (nodes) exchange data only with the
eNBs and where such an advertisement of the node’s
properties is only partially needed during initial access or
handover.

The list of information elements which the node 120, 122
may provide via the broadcast in the beacon channel may
comprise information such as the type of the node, the status
of'the node, supported standards and protocols, basic routing
capabilities, free routing capabilities, service and transmis-
sion requests, allocated resources, own identifiers and iden-
tifiers of designated sources or sinks of requested services,
the location of the node, the velocity of the node, the
direction of the movement, etc.

The type of the node may reveal is the node a user
terminal, a palm computer, a mobile phone, a home unit, etc.
The status of the node 120, 122 may provide information
revealing is the node in an idle state or in an active state.

The node 120, 122 may be able to perform routing or
forwarding of data to another node in a mesh of network
nodes. This is shown with more details in FIG. 4. The node
402 having broadcasted a possibility to aid in routing or
forwarding of data to a third node, may receive a commu-
nication establishment request from a node 400 desiring to
perform data transfer with a node 404. The node 402 may
accept the request and establish a communication connec-
tion 401 with the node 400 and also, separately from the
connection 401, establish a communication connection 403
with the node 404. Therefore, the data that is received from
the node 400 via the connection 401 may be forwarded or
routed to the node 404 via the node 402 and via the
connection 403. For this reason, the node 402 broadcasting
the beacon, may inform other nodes 400, 404 about the
capability to route and/or forward data.

The available routing capabilities may depend on the
requested services and data transmissions of the node. The
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allocated radio resources of the node therefore play an
important role in the availability of the node in D2D
communication network. It should be noted that even though
the node 120, 122 of FIG. 1 may be part of the D2D network,
it may perform data transfer or other services with the eNB
100 of the cell 102, which may require radio resources as
well. The possible services the node 120, 122 may be
associated with may include voice services, video applica-
tions, data transfer, for example.

Further, the node 120, 122 may disclose the identification
information of the node, or the identification information of
a source/sink of any associated node. The identification
information identifies the node in the network.

Obviously, some of these information elements are static
or at least semi-static while others change on a rather small
time scale. Another significant difference resides in the
robustness against transmission errors, e.g. identities should
be received correctly in any case while transmission errors
in some other information element(s) are less severe.

Accordingly, the information elements may be grouped
according to their variability over time and the required
coding protection. The number of resource elements
assigned to a specific beacon channel may be reduced when
the number of information elements requiring to be trans-
mitted on the specific channel at a specific instant is not as
high as if all the information elements were to be transmitted
at every broadcast. The specific group may be transmitted in
regular intervals. Therefore, certain information may be
transmitted more frequently than another type of informa-
tion.

According to an embodiment the node 120, 122 decides
whether to include a certain type of information to the
broadcast at a certain occasion on the basis of at least one of
the following: the temporal variability of the type of infor-
mation and the required reliability of the type of informa-
tion. The node 120, 122 may decide not to include a certain
information element in the broadcast if the information
element is static or semi-static in nature. It may be sufficient
to broadcast the information element in the beginning of the
communication and then restrain from broadcasting that
specific information element in the following broadcast until
a certain amount of time has passed or the value of the
information has changed, for example. Further, for those
information elements for which the effect of transmission
errors is less severe, it may be appropriate to apply delta, or
differential, reporting. In delta reporting the full value of the
information element is transmitted only every n” broadcast
whereas the other n—1 transmissions only indicate the dif-
ference between the current value and the value of the last
preceding transmission of the information element.

The set of orthogonal channels dedicated for the purposes
of' beaconing may be set by the configuration of the cell 102
or by the eNB 100 of the cell 102. The number of channels
in the set is not limited to any specific value: it may comprise
only few channels but there may be hundreds of dedicated
channels for this purpose. However, the larger the number of
dedicated channels is, the larger is the (unnecessary) storage
of radio resources. For the sake of clarity, let us refer the
number of channels dedicated for this purpose as N, i.e., the
indexes of the dedicated channels run from O, 1, 2, . . . .
N,-1. The orthogonal nature of the channels may be
obtained by separating the channel in a time-, a frequency-,
or a code-domain, for example.

FIG. 2A shows a possible set of channels dedicated for the
broadcasting purposes. The number of channels 204A to
218A is eight, for example. That is, N;=8. According to an
embodiment, each of the channels 204 A to 218 A have equal
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amount of radio resources 200, and the channels 204A to
218A are separated in a separation domain 202, which may
be the time-, the frequency-, or the code-domain, for
example. The broadcasting node may then basically select
one of the channels 204A to 218A for broadcasting purposes
when entering the cell. The eNB may provide the node
information regarding the set of channels.

FIG. 2B shows another possible set of channels 204B to
218B. Here, according to another embodiment, each channel
204B to 218B in the set of channels is associated with a
certain adjustable set of properties regarding at least one of
the following: the set and format of at least one information
element to be broadcasted the channel and schedule for
broadcasting at least one information element on the chan-
nel. Further, amount of available radio resources on the
channel may be determined by the properties of the channel.
The channel 214B has superior resources available when
compared to the resources of the channel 212B, for example.
That is, when selecting a certain channel 204B to 218B, the
node broadcasts information according to the limitations of
the channel 204B to 218B. This may mean limitations
regarding the set of information elements that can be adver-
tised, the format of the information element that are adver-
tised, the amount of available resources 202, or the possi-
bility to transmit certain information elements according to
a predefined schedule, or limitations to all of the above. A
channel 204B to 218B may also have certain resources
dedicated to certain information elements, such as for the
velocity, for the routing information, for the identification
information, etc. The predefined schedule in a specific
channel 204B to 218B may be such that some information
is transmitted only every 40 milliseconds, whereas some
information is transmitted every 10 milliseconds.

In other words, a specific channel at a specific occasion
may be associated with a predefined set of properties related
to the sending node through the information elements the
specific channel conveys at the specific occasion. Therefore,
the channel can be seen to comprise a specified format which
comprises only certain predefined information elements.
Each node may use the appropriate form according to the
node properties it wants to advertise.

The node may obtain knowledge of the set of properties
currently associated with the channels 204B to 218B in
order to select the channel 204B to 218B associated with the
set of properties that corresponds the most with the require-
ments of the node regarding the advertisement of the at least
one information element. The knowledge of the channels
203B to 218B may be informed by the eNB of the cell via
service channels or special beacon channels, or the knowl-
edge may be predefined by the standard, for example. The
requirements of the node may be derived from the charac-
teristics and/or the state of the node. If the node has available
routing capabilities, the node may select a channel 204B to
218B which has appropriate resources and schedule for
broadcasting routing information, for example. On the other
hand, if the node requires access to a certain service, the
node may select a channel 204B to 218B which has appro-
priate resources and schedule for broadcasting the desire to
use the service. These represent some examples of selecting
the channel according to the characteristics and/or state of
the node.

Further, the nodes may be defined by profiling them
according to the relevant information elements the node
comprises related to the characteristics and the state of the
node. The profiles may distinguish a fast moving node from
a fixed node, a relay node or a base station, for example. The
various profiles may comprise different information ele-
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ments. The length of a certain information field associated
with the same information element may be different in two
profiles and/or the effective resolution of the physical values
may be different for the two profiles. As a consequence, a
node with a certain profile, may select a channel with certain
properties. The node may then cause a broadcast of node
information on the selected channel according to the prop-
erties currently associated with the selected channel.

The node may reselect a new channel associated with the
correct profile once the characteristics of the node and/state
of the node have changed such that the profile or properties
associated with the node’s current channel are no longer
appropriate. The node may release its current channel when
the new channel is in effect. The node may further advertise
its new channel in a kind of termination message on the
current, to-be-released channel.

Alternatively or in addition, the node may release its
beacon channel once the node has reached a stable commu-
nication configuration which fully satisfies the service
requests of the node and exhausts the routing or relaying
capabilities of the node. The UE, or the node, in this state
will no longer need to advertise its service requests and
routing capabilities or any other characteristics to other
nodes on the channel but may exchange such information to
a certain extent on dedicated channels with the attached
nodes.

According to an embodiment, the information elements of
the node’s properties are combined in the broadcasts by
exploiting correlations between basic information elements
which are typically valid for nodes associated with a certain
profile.

As mentioned, according to an embodiment, the node may
select the occasion for applying the selected channel for
broadcasting. Let us consider this with more details. The
occasion may be chosen from a set of occasions and the
selection may be performed on the basis of the characteris-
tics of the node or the state of the node, or on the basis of
both of the above. FIG. 3 shows a time line 300 comprising
a plurality of occasions 312 to 330. It should be noted that
also occasions marked with vertical line are valid occasions
even though not marked with a reference numeral for the
sake of clarity. The occasion denotes a point of time when
the broadcast is transmitted.

The period between occasions 312 and 314, between 314
and 316, and between 316 and 318 is T, 302. The time
period from one occasion to the next occasion is referred as
Ti 304. Each node in the D2D network may broadcast on the
selected beacon channel every T, (or multiple thereof) and
listen to each others’ beacon broadcasts every Ti (or multiple
thereof). T, and Ti may be predefined time intervals, pos-
sibly equal to multiple of the cellular system’s frame dura-
tion, such as 10 ms in the LTE. As said, the node selects the
occasion from a set of occasions. The number of occasions
in the set of occasion is determined, according to an embodi-
ment, as: To/Ti and referred to as N,. The N, occasions may
beindexedas 0, 1,2,...,N,-1. If T,=40 ms and T,=10 ms,
then N,=4. That is, there are 4 occasions from which the
node can choose an occasion for broadcast.

According to an embodiment, a number of occasions
separated by a predetermined interval, such as T, determine
a node-specific schedule of occasions for the node. If the
node 120 of FIG. 1 selects the occasion 312 for broadcast-
ing, then the next broadcast from the node 120 may take
place at the occasion 314 because this is separated from the
occasion 312 by T, for example. A third broadcast may take
place at the occasion 316. In contrast, the node 122 of FIG.
1 may select the occasion 320 as the occasion for the
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broadcast. Then the next broadcast from the node 122 may
take place at the occasion 326. The node-specific schedule
for the broadcasts may change in time due to reasons
explained with reference to FIG. 23, due to collision detec-
tion, or due to configuration, for example.

After obtaining the node-specific schedule, broadcasts of
information related to at least part of the properties of the
node on the selected channel according to the determined
node-specific schedule of occasions may be performed.

FIG. 3 shows possible sets of channels 306 to 310. It can
be seen that the set 306 to 310 each comprise a certain
amount of channels, possibly each channel having certain
properties. This is represented by the spacing between the
horizontal lines in the set of channels. Although not shown
in FIG. 3, each of the channels in at least one of the sets 306
to 310 could comprise channels of equal properties.

As said, the properties of the channels are adjustable.
According to an embodiment, the properties of at least part
of the channels are adjusted on the basis of the current data
transfer requirements. The data transfer requirements may
be monitored within at least one cell where the D2D
communication network operates. This can be seen when
comparing sets 308 and 310. The set 310 has different
properties in the eight channels than the eight channels in the
set 308. The adjustment can be performed by the eNB of the
cell having knowledge regarding the data transfer require-
ments.

However, as shown in FIG. 7, if may be that the node 720
entering the D2D communication network locates in the
edge of the cell 702 close to another cell 712, then the eNBs
700 and 710 of the own cell 702 and the neighboring cell 712
may inter-operate in adjusting the channel properties. The
eNB 700 of the own cell 702 may request information
regarding the situation in the neighboring cell 712 via an X2
interface 740. This is because the node 720 entering the D2D
network may establish a D2D connection 724 with a node
722 locating in the neighboring cell 712. The eNB 700 and
710 may inform at least one of the nodes 720 and 722 via
connections 704 and 714, respectively.

As mentioned, the channel and/or the occasion may be
selected on the basis of the characteristics of the node and/or
the state of the node. Therefore, the node wishing to broad-
cast information may select the channel and the occasion for
broadcast based on whether the node is active or not,
whether the node is moving or not, etc. For example, a fixed
node may not include the information element “velocity”
and “direction” in the broadcast and therefore may select a
channel that has fewer resources available, yet having a
possibility to broadcast, for example, routing information.
On the other hand, a fast-moving node may in turn not
advertise information elements about routing capabilities as
it will not be considered as an appropriate anchor point for
routing or relaying by other UEs or network nodes. How-
ever, the dynamic node may wish to broadcast the motion
related parameters with a relatively high temporal resolu-
tion. As the velocity may be provided in relation to the fixed
eNB, there might be possibilities even for dynamic node to
serve as routing point for another node with approximately
the same velocity and direction. Such scenario may take
place in a bus, for instance. The other node listening to the
broadcast may obtain knowledge that there is a node in the
proximity that moves in the same direction with the same
velocity. Therefore, they might establish a D2D connection
with each other, if needed.

According to an embodiment, the node may select the
channel and the occasion on the basis of the identification
information of the node. There are many types of identifi-
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cation information available. Some of them are cell-specific
whereas some are fixed. Examples of identification infor-
mation include an international mobile equipment identifier
(IMSI), a temporary international mobile equipment identi-
fier (T-IMSI), paging token of the node and a cell specific
radio network temporary identifier (C-RNTI). Some of the
identifiers are associated only with active nodes 102, 122,
such as the C-RNTI, whereas some of them can be applied
with any node 120, 122 regardless of the state of the node,
such as IMSI, T-IMSI or the paging token.

The identification information may also be formed as a
function of any specific identification. For example, the
identification information may be obtained by applying the
following: IMSI mod it, where R is a reference integer. Any
other function may be used as well.

According to an embodiment, the node may select the
channel for broadcasting by applying the following opera-
tion: n,, modulo N,;, where n,,, is the identification infor-
mation of the node and Ni is the number of the channels in
the set of channels. Other functions may be applied as well.
For example, if there are eight channels in the set, i.e., N,=8
and the identification information is a 32 bit value corre-
sponding a decimal value of 50 in this example, the index for
the channel to be selected is 2 (so mod 8=2). Looking at FIG.
2A, the channel 208A would be selected, assuming that
channel 204A is indexed with 0 and channel 206A is indexed
with 1. This way the channels in the set of channels may be
distributed for the nodes rather evenly.

Further, according to an embodiment, the following
operation may be applied in selecting the occasion: floor
(n;5/Ni) modulo N,, where n,,, is the identification infor-
mation of the node, Ni is the number of the channels in the
set of channels and N, is the number of occasions in the set
of occasions. N, may be obtained with T,/Ti, as explained.
Assuming N, =8, n,,=50,, and N,=4, the operation of floor
(n;5/Ni) mod N, results in 2. Next the node may select the
occasion for broadcasting by mapping the result of the above
operation to a system frame number SFN=SFN(ni,,) and
SFN(ni,) mod N,=floor (n,,,/Ni) mod N,.

The selected SFN of the cell timing provides the time
occasion when the broadcast is to be performed. Together
with the channel selection, the nodes which may select the
same beacon channel may be resolved to transmit in differ-
ent occasions to minimize possible collision of broadcasts.

According to an embodiment, a node listens to the
selected channel at the selected occasion prior to broadcast-
ing. That is, before the node performs the beaconing, it
listens to the channel it intends to transmit the beacon. The
reason for listening is that if a beacon signal from another
node is detected on the same beacon channel, the listening
node obtains knowledge that another node has selected the
same channel and the same occasion for broadcasting. As a
result, the listening node may restrain from the broadcast at
the current occasion if another signal is detected on the
listened channel. The listening node may then perform at
least one of the following: causing the broadcast on the same
channel at next occasion in the set of occasions, and causing
a broadcast on a randomly selected channel. The broadcast
on the same channel at next occasion in the set of occasions
may denote broadcasting at occasion 328 of FIG. 3 if the
current occasion is 326. In other words, the node may
postpone the broadcast by a period of Ti. On the other hand,
the node may cause a broadcast on a randomly selected
channel from the set of channels. The broadcast on the
randomly selected channel may take place at the next
scheduled occasion, i.e., in this case the node postpones the
broadcast by a period T, if Ty, is the selected interval of the
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scheduled occasions. The node may then listen to the
channel again until it finds a free channel at a certain
occasion. After finding a free channel at the certain occasion,
the node may start beaconing (broadcasting) on the selected
channel and occasion with the interval of T,.

However, collision may happen when at least two nodes
in proximity of each other select the same channel to listen
at the same time and detect the beacon channel is free.
According to an embodiment shown in FIG. 5, at least one
node 500 detects a collision 524 of broadcasts 521 and 523
in the D2D communication network. The nodes involved in
the collision 524 may be nodes 520 and 522 transmitting the
broadcasts 521 and 523, respectively. The collision 524 is
detected by listening 526 the D2D network at intervals of Ti,
as explained referring to FIG. 3. When the node 500 detects
a collision, the node 500 causes a broadcast 528 comprising
information regarding the collision. Naturally the broadcast
528 may include also information elements of the node 500,
but in addition to those, it comprises information revealing
a detected collision. The information may reveal which
nodes were involved in the collision 524, for example.

As the node 520, 522 detects the at least one broadcast
528, it may determine a probability for at least one of the
following: changing the channel for broadcasting, changing
the node-specific schedule of occasions for broadcasting,
and performing the broadcast at the next scheduled occa-
sion. The probability is inversely proportional to the number
of'nodes involved in the collision 524. For example, if many
nodes are involved, then the node 520, 522 has a low
probability in applying the same channel at the next sched-
uled occasion, or applying the next scheduled occasion on
the same channel, for instance. Thus, the node 520, 522 may
be configured to randomly select a beacon channel to
transmit its beacon con message in the next scheduled
occasion or select the same beacon channel in other bea-
coning occasion than the current selected one. Alternatively
or in addition, the node 520, 528 may apply the determined
probability in deciding whether to broadcast at all at the next
scheduled occasion. If the node 520, 522 decides not to
broadcast at next occasion i+1, then the node will perform
the broadcast according to a higher probability at the occa-
sion i+2. This way, it is likely that the next broadcasts from
the two nodes 520 and 522 involved in the collision will not
collide.

Further, according to an embodiment, in D2D network in
which only active nodes are broadcasting, the eNB of the
cell may configure those active nodes which may be
involved in collision with at least one node-specific prob-
ability for at least one of the following: changing the
node-specific channel for broadcasting, changing the node-
specific schedule of occasions for broadcasting, and per-
forming the broadcast on the thereafter valid apparatus-
specific channel and apparatus-specific schedule of
occasions (persistent beacon transmission). In other words,
the node receives the at least one probability giving guid-
ance to collision avoidance.

Further, as shown in FIG. 7, the eNBs 700 and 710 may
coordinate with each other over the X2 interface 740. As a
result, the eNBs 700 and 710 (or one of them) may prede-
termine and configure the identification information of the
nodes 720, 722, such as the C-RNTI, to be used in the
broadcast channel and occasion selection in order to mini-
mize the risk of a collision. In other words, the node 720,
722 receives identification information from the eNB 700,
710, wherein the identification information is controlled by
at least one eNB 700, 710.
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In order to obtain minimum overhead and efficient data
compression related with data transmissions via beacon
channels the node of broadcast may, according to an
embodiment, associate at least part of the information
related to the properties of the node in the index of the
channel and the occasion by selecting a specific channel and
a specific occasion from the sets of indexed channels and
indexed occasions, respectively. This way, the information is
not only within the signals transmitted on the beacon chan-
nel but also with the position or index of the employed
beacon channel.

A node employing the D2D communications in mobile
cellular system will typically receive beacon signals from a
plurality of network nodes in its vicinity. Establishing a
connection to one or some of those nodes consume radio
resources. The maximum cell throughput is achieved when
the most suitable counterpart(s) for communication are
selected. Therefore, one of the key points in the D2D
network is to allow fast and efficient selection of counter-
parts for the D2D communication. This is ensured by
associating certain information, such as the service request
of the node and the routing capabilities of the node, in such
a way that the certain information is easily obtained by the
receiving node.

A node may decide on potential candidates for connection
establishment based on the received signal quality. Alterna-
tively or in addition, according to an embodiment shown in
FIG. 6, a node 600 detects broadcasts 616 to 620 from other
nodes 610 to 614 in the device-to-device communication
network. The node detects the broadcasts 616 to 620 by
listening to 622 to 626 the broadcasts 616 to 620 at least at
some of the intervals of Ti. The node 600 therefore obtains
the information associated in the channel and occasion
indexes of the detected broadcasts 616 to 620. As a result,
the node 600 may determine that there is at least one
candidate node for establishing a communication connection
in the D2D network when the obtained information of at
least one broadcast 616 to 620 indicates that properties of the
at least one node corresponds significantly to the require-
ments of the node 600 itself. This will lead to a list of
suitable candidates for connection request/establishment and
only the information carried on the actual beacon channels
of those candidates need to be evaluated for the final
selection. As an exemplary, let us assume that the node 600
is fixed and has a service A available. The node 600, on the
basis of the information associated with the indexes of the
channel and the occasion, has determined that nodes 610 and
612 are in the need of service A. As a result, the nodes 610
and 612 are selected as the candidate nodes for establishing
a communication connection.

The requirements may comprise the service requests and
the routing or relaying capabilities, for example. The service
requests determine the amount of data to transfer to or from
the node and the routing or relaying capability is a measure
of ability of the node to forward data from a data source to
the designated sink. The routing or relaying capability of the
node in a wireless system depends on the supported band-
width, the available processor power and the current con-
nectivity, i.e. the number of UEs or network nodes in the
vicinity from which it can receive data with high signal
quality and the routing or relaying capability of these UEs or
network nodes.

The node 600 may process information comprised in the
broadcasts 616 and 618 received from the at least one
candidate node 610 and 612 in order to obtain more knowl-
edge of the properties of the at least one candidate node 610
and 612. This way the node 600 does not have to process the
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data comprised in the broadcast 620 from the node 614
because the information associated in the indexes indicated
that this node 614 does not correspond to the requirements
of the node 600. Information a node conveys in its beacon
channel and occasion indexes may be obtained by simple
power detection procedures on the related resource elements
without the need for accurate time and frequency synchro-
nization between sending and receiving nodes. Thus, pro-
cessing resources and time are not wasted for symbol and bit
processing on analysis of the unnecessary broadcasts 620 of
the not suitable node 614. Let us further assume that the
analysis of the broadcasts revealed that node 610 is in
dynamic motion and the node 612 is fixed, assuming that the
velocity information was not given in the information asso-
ciated with the indexes. The dynamic motion of node 610
implies that the connection establishment with the node 610
is not sensible because it is likely that the node 610 may
move outside the vicinity of the fixed node 600.

The node 600 may therefore establish the bidirectional
communication connection 602 with the node 612 whose
properties corresponds the most with the requirements of the
node 600 itself. A high cell throughput and stable connec-
tions are expected if preferably those nodes get connected to
each other which mutually satisfy the service requests of the
counterpart. A node with high service requests and routing
capability will try to connect to another station with similar
requests and similar capability, while a node with high,
service requests but limited routing capability may in turn
preferably try to connect to a complementary UE with high
routing capability but limited service requests.

The number of channels N, in the set of channels, the
number of occasions N, in the set of occasions, the periods
T, and Ti and the SFN mapping may be considered as
predefined or cell-specific system parameters, along with
configuration information of the channels, i.e., the properties
of the channels. These parameters or any limitations thereof
may be broadcasted in the cell as part of D2D support
system information. Further, the policy of what selection
method to apply, i.e., the policy where selection is based on
identification information, or the policy where selection is
based on the properties of the channel in relation to the
requirements of the node, or the policy where both of the
above selection solutions are applied may be broadcasted in
the cell as part of D2D support system information. This
information may as well be pre-defined or cell-specific. The
eNB of'the cell may provide the information to the nodes, for
example.

A very general architecture of an apparatus for employing
the broadcasts in the D2D network, according to an embodi-
ment is shown in FIG. 8. FIG. 8 shows only the elements and
functional entities required for understanding the apparatus
according to an embodiment of the invention. Other com-
ponents have been omitted for reasons of simplicity. The
implementation of the elements and functional entities may
vary from that shown in FIG. 8. The connections shown in
FIG. 8 are logical connections, and the actual physical
connections may be different. It is apparent to a person
skilled in the art that the apparatus may also comprise other
functions and structures.

The apparatus 800 may comprise a processor 802. The
processor 802 may be implemented with a separate digital
signal processor provided with suitable software embedded
on a computer readable medium, or with separate logic
circuit, such as an application specific integrated circuit
(ASIC). The processor 802 may comprise an interface such
as computer port for providing communication capabilities.
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The processor 802 may be, for example, a dual-core pro-
cessor or a multiple-core processor.

The apparatus 800 may comprise a memory 804 con-
nected to the processor 802. However, memory may also be
integrated to the processor 802 and, thus, the memory 804
may not be required. The memory 804 may be used in
storing plurality of parameters of the node, such as identi-
fication information.

According to an embodiment, the processor 802 may be
configured to select a channel and an occasion for broad-
casting. More specifically, the processor 802 may comprise
a channel selection circuitry 810 for selecting the channel
from a set of channels dedicated for informing node exis-
tence in the D2D communication network, wherein the
selection is based on at least one of the following: the
characteristics of the apparatus 800 and the state of the
apparatus 800. The processor 802 may also comprise an
occasion selection circuitry 812 for selecting an occasion for
applying the selected channel for broad-casting from a set of
occasions on the basis of at least one of the following: the
characteristics of the apparatus 800 and the state of the
apparatus 800.

The processor 802 may further be configured to cause a
broadcast of information related to at least part of the
properties of the node on the selected channel at the selected
occasion. In order to broadcast the apparatus 600, such as the
node 120, 122 of FIG. 1, may comprise a transceiver (TRX)
806. The TRI 806 may further be connected to one or more
antennas 808 enabling connection to and from an air inter-
face.

The apparatus 800 and the processor 802 therein may be
configured to perform functionalities related to FIGS. 1, 3 to
7 and 9.

FIG. 10 shows a block diagram of an apparatus 1000, such
as an eNB, capable of controlling radio communication
according to an embodiment. The apparatus 1000 may
comprise a processor 1002. The processor 1002 may be
implemented with a separate digital signal processor pro-
vided with suitable software embedded on a computer
readable medium, or with separate logic circuit, such as an
application specific integrated circuit (ASIC). The processor
1002 may comprise an interface such as computer port for
providing communication capabilities. The processor 1002
may be, for example, a dual-core processor or a multiple-
COre processor.

The apparatus 1000 may further comprise a memory 1004
connected to the processor 1002. However, memory may
also be integrated to the processor 1002 and, thus, the
memory 1004 may not be required. The apparatus 1000 may
further comprise a transceiver (TRX) 1006. The TRX 1006
may further be connected to one or more antennas 100B
enabling connection to and from an air interface.

The processor 1002 may control the identification infor-
mation of the at least one node. The processor 1002 may
determine at least one node-specific probability as explained
with reference to FIG. 7. The processor 1002 may adjust the
properties of at least one channel in the set of channels
dedicated for informing node properties in a device-to-
device communication network.

The eNB may transmit information to the nodes via the
TRX 1006. The information may be at least one of the
following: the number of channels N, in the set of channels,
the number of occasions N, in the set of occasions, a period
T, between adjacent scheduled occasions, a period Ti
between adjacent occasions in the set of occasions, and the
policy for selecting the node-specific channel and occasion
for broadcasting. The apparatus 1000, such as the eNB, may
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be configured to perform functionalities related to FIGS. 1,
3 and 7. Further, the apparatus 1000 may co-operate with at
least one neighboring eNB when performing the above
described functionalities.

As used in this application, the term ‘circuitry’ refers to all
of the following: (a) hardware-only circuit implementations,
such as implementations in only analog and/or digital cir-
cuitry, and (b) to combinations of circuits and software
(and/or firmware), such as (as applicable): (i) a combination
of processor(s) or (ii) portions of processor(s)/software
including digital signal processor(s), software, and
memory(ies) that work together to cause an apparatus to
perform various functions, and (c¢) to circuits, such as a
microprocessor(s) or a portion of a microprocessor(s), that
require software or firmware for operation, even if the
software or firmware is not physically present.

This definition of ‘circuitry” applies to all uses of this term
in this application. As a further example, as used in this
application, the term “circuitry” would also cover an imple-
mentation of merely a processor (or multiple processors) or
portion of a processor and its (or their) accompanying
software and/or firmware. The term “circuitry” would also
cover, for example and if applicable to the particular ele-
ment, a baseband integrated circuit or applications processor
integrated circuit for a mobile phone or a similar integrated
circuit in server, a cellular network device, or other network
device.

FIG. 9 shows a method for efficient broadcasting in D2D
network. The method starts in step 900, In step 902, a node
capable of entering a device-to-device communication net-
work selects a channel for broadcasting from a set of
channels dedicated for informing node existence in the
device-to-device communication network, wherein the
selection is based on at least one of the following: the
characteristics of the node and the state of the node. Advan-
tageously, but not necessarily, in step 904, the node selects
an occasion for applying the selected channel for broadcast-
ing from a set of occasions on the basis of at least one of the
following: the characteristics of the node and the state of the
node. In step 906, the node causes a broadcast of information
related to at least part of the properties of the node on the
selected channel (at the selected occasion). The method ends
in step 908.

FIG. 11 shows a method for part of the operations
performed by an eNB controlling the D2D communications.
The method starts in step 1100, In step 1102, the eNB adjusts
the properties of at least one channel in the set of channels.
The eNB may also assign profiles for the channels, define
profiles for the network nodes, control identification infor-
mation of the node, and assign probabilities to the nodes, as
explained earlier. The method ends in step 1104.

The embodiments of the invention offer many advantages.
The embodiments provide an efficient beacon resolution for
D2D operation taking into account possible configuration
and control of cellular systems and anticipated requirements
for the D2D such as enhancing efficiency for cellular sys-
tems in terms of resource utilization, network performance,
service quality and cost.

Alow probability of collisions for the execution of beacon
access procedures is ensured either by employing a unique
identifier in the beacon selection process or by associating
the various beacon channels and occasions indexes with
specific properties. Both approaches may be combined for
controlling the selection from sets of channel and occasion
indexes which convey identical or basically equivalent
information of related nodes.
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The techniques and methods described herein may be
implemented by various means. For example, these tech-
niques may be implemented in hardware (one or more
devices), firmware (one or more devices), software (one or
more modules), or combinations thereof. For a hardware
implementation, an apparatus may be implemented within
one or more application-specific integrated circuits (ASICs),
digital signal processors (DSPs), digital signal processing
devices (DSPDs), programmable logic devices (PLDs), field
programmable gate arrays (FPGAs), processors, controllers,
micro-controllers, microprocessors, other electronic units
designed to perform the functions described herein, or a
combination thereof. For firmware or software, the imple-
mentation can be carried out through modules of at least one
chip set (e.g., procedures, functions, and so on) that perform
the functions described herein. The software codes may be
stored in a memory unit and executed by processors. The
memory unit may be implemented within the processor or
externally to the processor. In the latter case it can be
communicatively coupled to the processor via various
means, as is known in the art. Additionally, the components
of the systems described herein may be rearranged and/or
complemented by additional components in order to facili-
tate the achieving of the various aspects, etc., described with
regard thereto, and they are not limited to the precise
configurations set forth in the given figures, as will be
appreciated by one skilled in the art.

Thus, according to an embodiment, the apparatus for
performing the tasks of FIGS. 1, 3 to 7 and 9 comprises
processing means for selecting a channel for broadcasting
from a set of channels dedicated for informing node exis-
tence in the device-to-device communication network,
wherein the selection is based on at least one of the follow-
ing: the characteristics of the node and the state of the node,
and processing means for causing a broadcast of information
related to at least part of the properties of the node on the
selected channel.

Further, according to an embodiment, the apparatus for
performing the tasks of FIGS. 1, 3 and 7 comprises pro-
cessing means for adjusting properties of at least one chan-
nel in the set of channels dedicated for informing apparatus
properties in the device-to-device communication network,
wherein the properties of the at least one channel comprise
at least one of the following: amount of radio resources
available on the at least one channel and schedule for
broadcasting certain information about node-specific prop-
erties on the at least one channel. The apparatus may further
comprise processing means for assigning profiles for the
channels, processing means for defining profiles for the
network nodes, processing means for controlling identifica-
tion information of the node, and processing means for
assigning probabilities to the nodes.

Further, according to an embodiment, there is provided an
apparatus, comprising at least one processor and at least one
memory including a computer program code, wherein the at
least one memory and the computer program code are
configured to, with the at least one processor, cause the
apparatus at least to select a channel for broadcasting from
a set of channels dedicated for informing node existence in
a device-to-device communication network, wherein the
selection is based on at least one of the following: the
characteristics of the apparatus and the state of the appara-
tus, and to cause a broadcast of information related to at least
part of the properties of the apparatus on the selected
channel.

Further, according to an embodiment, there is provided an
apparatus, comprising at least one processor and at least one
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memory including a computer program code, wherein the at
least one memory and the computer program code are
configured to, with the at least one processor, cause the
apparatus at least to adjust properties of at least one channel
in the set of channels dedicated for informing apparatus
properties in a device-to-device communication network,
wherein the properties of the channel comprise at least one
of the following: amount of available radio resources and
schedule for broadcasting certain information.

Embodiments of the invention may be implemented as
computer programs in the apparatus according to the
embodiments of the invention. The computer programs
comprise instructions for executing a computer process for
improving broadcasting of beacons in a D2D network. The
computer program implemented in the apparatus may carry
out, but is not limited to, the tasks related to FIGS. 1, 3 to
7 and 9.

Further, embodiments of the invention may be imple-
mented as computer programs in the apparatus according to
the embodiments of the invention. The computer programs
comprise instructions for executing a computer process for
improving broadcasting of beacons in a D2D network. The
computer program implemented in the apparatus may carry
out, but is not limited to, the tasks related to FIGS. 1, 3 and
7.

The computer program may be stored on a computer
program distribution medium readable by a computer or a
processor. The computer program medium may be, for
example but not limited to, an electric, magnetic, optical,
infrared or semiconductor system, device or transmission
medium. The computer program medium may include at
least one of the following media: a computer readable
medium, a program storage medium, a record medium, a
computer readable memory, a random access memory, an
erasable programmable read-only memory, a computer read-
able software distribution package, a computer readable
signal, a computer readable telecommunications signal,
computer readable printed matter, and a computer readable
compressed software package.

Even though the invention has been described above with
reference to an example according to the accompanying
drawings, it is clear that the invention is not restricted
thereto but can be modified in several ways within the scope
of'the appended claims. Further, it is clear to a person skilled
in the art that the described embodiments may, but are not
required to, be combined with other embodiments in various
ways.

The invention claimed is:
1. A method comprising:
selecting, by a node of a mobile communication network
supporting device-to-device communication for direct
communication between at least two devices, a channel
from a set of channels dedicated for advertising node
properties in the mobile communication network;
wherein the selection is based on at least one of the
following: the characteristics of the node and the state
of the node; and
wherein an index or position of the channel within the set
of channels is indicative of one or more properties of
the node; and
broadcasting, by the node, of one or more information
elements related to one or more properties of the node
on the channel.
2. The method of claim 1, wherein the channel is asso-
ciated with the one or more properties by at least one of the
following:
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the set of the one or more information elements,

the format of the one or more information elements,

the schedule for broadcasting the one or more information

elements.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the set of channels
comprises one or more first channels associated with one or
more first properties and one or more second channels
associated with one or more second properties.

4. The method of claim 1, further comprising: obtaining
by the node information about the one or more properties
associated with the index or position of the channel.

5. The method of claim 2, further comprising: obtaining
by the node information about the one or more properties
associated with the channel.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the selecting of the
channel is based on at least one of: type of the node, the node
being idle state, the node being in connected state, standards
or protocols supported by the node, basic routing capabili-
ties of the node, free routing capabilities of the node, service
or transmission requests of the node, allocated resources of
the node, identifiers of the node, identifiers of sources or
sinks of services requested by the node, location of the node,
velocity of the node, direction of movement of the node.

7. The method of claim 2, wherein the one or more
information elements are related to one of: type of the node,
the node being idle state, the node being in connected state,
standards or protocols supported by the node, basic routing
capabilities of the node, free routing capabilities of the node,
service or transmission requests of the node, allocated
resources of the node, identifiers of the node, identifiers of
sources or sinks of services requested by the node, location
of the node, velocity of the node, direction of movement of
the node.

8. A method comprising:

detecting, by a receiving node of a mobile communication

network supporting device-to-device communication
for direct communication between at least two devices
in the mobile communication network, broadcasting by
a sending node, one or more information elements
related to one or more properties of the sending node,
on a channel in a set of channels dedicated for adver-
tising node properties of the sending node in the mobile
communication network; and

wherein an index or position of the channel used by the

sending node within the set of channels is indicative to
the receiving node of one or more properties of the
sending node.

9. The method of claim 8, wherein the channel is asso-
ciated with the one or more properties by at least one of the
following: the set of the one or more information elements,
the format of the one or more information elements, the
schedule for broadcasting the one or more information
elements.

10. The method of claim 8, further comprising: selecting
of the sending node by the receiving node for connection
request or connection establishment based on at least the
index or position of the used channel used by the sending
node within the set of channels.

11. The method of claim 9, further comprising: selecting
of the sending node by the receiving node for connection
request or connection establishment based on at least one of:
the index or position of the used channel used by the sending
node within the set of channels, and the one or more
information elements broadcasted on the channel by the
sending node.

12. A method, comprising: configuring a set of channels
in a cell of a cellular network dedicated for advertising
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properties of a node for device-to-device communication;
and informing the node about the configured channels;
wherein selection of a channel in the set of channels by the
node is based on at least one of the following: the charac-
teristics of the node and the state of the node; and wherein
an index or position of the channel within the set of channels
is indicative of one or more properties of the node.

13. The method of claim 12, wherein the configuring of
the set of channels comprises associating of one or more
information elements related to one or more properties of the
node with the channel, and wherein the channel is associated
with the one or more properties by at least one of the
following: the set of the one or more information elements,
the format of the one or more information elements, the
schedule for broadcasting the one or more information
elements.

14. The method of claim 12, further comprising: exchang-
ing the information for configuring the set of channels with
a second cell in the cellular network.

15. An apparatus comprising:

one or more processors and one or more memories

including computer program code, the one or more
memories and the computer program code being con-
figured, with the one or more processors, to cause the
apparatus to perform at least the following:

selecting a channel from a set of channels dedicated for

advertising node properties in a mobile communication
network for device-to-device communication in the
mobile communication network;

wherein the selection is based on at least one of the

following: the characteristics of the apparatus and the
state of the apparatus; and

wherein an index or position of the channel within the set

of channels is indicative of one or more properties of
the apparatus; and

broadcasting of one or more information elements related

to one or more properties of the apparatus on the
channel.

16. An apparatus comprising one or more processors and
one or more memories including computer program code,
the one or more memories and the computer program code
being configured, with the one or more processors, to cause
the base station to perform at least the following:

detect broadcasting, by a sending node, one or more

information element relating to one or more properties
of the sending node on a channel in a set of channels
dedicated for advertising node properties of the sending
node in a mobile communication network for device-
to-device communication in the mobile communication
network; and
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wherein an index or position of the channel used by the
sending node within the set of channels is indicative to
the apparatus of one or more properties of the sending
node.

17. An apparatus comprising: one or more processors and
one or more memories including computer program code,
the one or more memories and the computer program code
being configured, with the one or more processors, to cause
the apparatus to perform at least the following:

configure a set of channels in a cell of a cellular network

dedicated for advertising properties of a node for
device-to-device communication; and

send information to the node about the configured chan-

nels; wherein selection of a channel in the set of
channels by the node is based on at least one of the
following: the characteristics of the node and the state
of the node; and

wherein an index or position of the channel within the set

of channels is indicative of one or more properties of
the node.

18. A computer program product embodied on a non-
transitory computer-readable medium and comprising pro-
gram instructions which, when loaded into an apparatus,
cause the apparatus at least to perform the steps of the
method of claim 1.

19. The method of claim 1, wherein the set of channels
comprises one or more first channels associated with one or
more first node properties, and one or more second channels
associated with one or more second node properties.

20. The method of claim 8, wherein the set of channels
comprises one or more first channels associated with one or
more first node properties, and one or more second channels
associated with one or more second node properties.

21. The method of claim 12, wherein the set of channels
comprises one or more first channels associated with one or
more first node properties, and one or more second channels
associated with one or more second node properties.

22. The apparatus of claim 15, wherein the set of channels
comprises one or more first channels associated with one or
more first node properties, and one or more second channels
associated with one or more second node properties.

23. The apparatus of claim 16, wherein the set of channels
comprises one or more first channels associated with one or
more first node properties, and one or more second channels
associated with one or more second node properties.

24. The apparatus of claim 17, wherein the set of channels
comprises one or more first channels associated with one or
more first node properties, and one or more second channels
associated with one or more second node properties.
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